INITIAL COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT

Brooke Army Medical Center: Medical Surgical Section Float Tool
Patient Population Served:    ( Infants   ( Toddlers   ( Preschool    ( School Age    (  Adolescents    (  Adults    (  Older Adults
Brooke Army Medical Center:

      

 Medical-Surgical Float Tool       
	Required Competency or Skill
	* Self Assess
	Orientation (Preceptor initials & date)
	+ Eval Method
	Competency Validated by Supervisor (Signature & date)
	Comments/Additional Resources



Employee Name: ______________________________________ Assessment Start Date: _______________ Completion Date: _______________ 

	Required Competency or Skill
	* Self Assess
	Orientation (Preceptor initials & date)
	+ Eval Method
	Competency Validated by Supervisor (Signature & date)
	Comments/Additional Resources

	Basic Tenants of Floating to Other Units Within the Section
	CRITICAL THINKING: The float person recognizes patient care assignments that may be too difficult and informs the charge nurse of their concerns (ie., they have never cared for that type of patient with special needs). The Charge Nurse of the gaining unit assigns the float person to uncomplicated patients so that the assigned unit personnel can focus their attention on the patients who require their experience (ie., chemo administration). 

	A. The float person functions within their scope of practice at all times
	My Head Nurse or Wardmaster reviewed this information with me and I understand my responsibilities and rights when assisting other units. 

Employee Signature: _______________________________________________  Date: _____________________

Supervisor Signature: ______________________________________________  Date: _____________________

	B. The float person performs skills as per the standards of their home unit competency assessment tool
	

	C. The float person orients to the layout of the unit to include life safety requirements prior to assuming patient care
	

	D. The float person ensures that they receive report and the name of their contact person (the Charge Nurse and the patient’s physician) prior to assuming patient care responsibilities
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 West Gynecology, Urology, Neurosurgery 
	CRITICAL THINKING:. Does not care for patients receiving I-131 treatment. Does not care for adolescent patients unless coming from a unit that cares for this age group.

	A. Successfully oriented to the ward
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Demonstrates knowledge of radiation safety to protect self and others
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 East Telemetry Unit
	CRITICAL THINKING: The float nurse is not assigned to the Progressive Care Unit side of 2 East unless has demonstrated experience in step down units.

	A. Successfully oriented to the ward
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Demonstrates appropriate set-up/attachment of telemetry box
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Checks telemetry boxes and battery function
	
	
	
	
	

	D. Identifies basic abnormal rhythms and notifies the appropriate team member
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 East Telemetry Ward
	CRITICAL THINKING Works with the telemetry techs to identify abnormal rhythms

	A. Successfully oriented to the unit
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Demonstrates appropriate set-up and attachment of 
	
	
	
	
	

	     (1) Cardiac monitor/telemetry box
	
	
	
	
	

	     (2) Pulse oximeter
	
	
	
	
	

	     (3) Respiratory support as indicated
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Checks telemetry boxes and battery function
	
	
	
	
	

	D. Ensures all transport equipment is present and ready for use
	
	
	
	
	

	E. Identifies basic abnormal rhythms & notifies appropriate team member
	
	
	
	
	

	4 West Orthopedics and Specialty Surgery Ward
	CRITICAL THINKING: Does not use or manipulate orthopedic equipment until trained. Does not care for adolescent patients unless coming from a unit that cares for this age group.

	A. Successfully oriented to the ward
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Demonstrates knowledge of activity and positioning parameters for various orthopedic conditions
	
	
	
	
	

	     (1) Knee
	
	
	
	
	

	     (2) Hip
	
	
	
	
	

	     (3) Back
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Correctly uses the following devices
	
	
	
	
	

	     (1) Cervical support collar
	
	
	
	
	

	     (2) Lower back braces
	
	
	
	
	

	     (3) Knee support stabilizer, Magnetic brace
	
	
	
	
	

	     (4) CPM machine
	
	
	
	
	

	     (5) Ice bladder
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 East Burn Ward
	CRITICAL THINKING: Does not apply synthetic dressing or conduct invasive procedures unless previously trained.

	A. Successfully oriented to the unit 
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Verbalizes understanding of the special protective requirements caring for patients with burns  
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Performs care for the following types of burns 
	
	
	
	
	

	     (1) Thermal wound care
	
	
	
	
	

	     (2) Electrical injury
	
	
	
	
	

	     (3) Chemical injury
	
	
	
	
	

	D. Performs simple wound debridement
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 West Hematology/Oncology Ward
	CRITICAL THINKING: Does not administer nor care for patients receiving chemotherapy unless chemotherapy certified (current).

	A. Successfully oriented to the ward
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Verbalizes understanding of the special protective requirements caring for patients with bone marrow suppression 
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Verbalizes proper procedures for managing a chemo spill
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	








* Self Assessment: 
 + Evaluation/Validation Methodologies:


1 = Experience
T = Tests


2 = Needs Practice/Assistance
D = Demonstration/Observation                     


3 = Never Done
V = Verbal


NA = Not Applicable
I = Interactive Class 
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D = Demonstration/Observation

3 = Never Done
V = Verbal

NA = Not Applicable
I = Interactive Class


